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Book-Pourri
BY

DR.

VERA

E.

MILZ

Wells, Rosemary. Voyage to the Bunny
Planet. (Dial, 1992, $13.00, ISBN 0-8037-1174-3).
Three delightful little books, Moss Pillows,
First Tomato, and The Island Light are packaged in a slipcase for readers of all ages to
enjoy. When everything is going wrong, try a
visit to the Bunny Planet to see the day that
should have been.

Wonderful books can be found to meet the
real interests and experiences of children.
They should be an integral part of any theme
or unit of study within the classroom. They
can deepen learning, as well as help children
to solve problems within their own lives as
they identify with characters who might be
encountering similiar situations to their own.
In this column, I am sharing books that I have
found useful and enjoyable. If you have a
favorite book that you can recommend to others, please share it with me for a future column. Send your reviews to: 1750 Woodgate
Dr., Troy, MI 48083.

BOOKS IN A SERIES
Brown, Marc. Arthur Babysits.
(Joy Street/Little Brown, 1992, $14.95,
ISBN 0-316-11293-3).
Arthur's sister volunteers him as a babysitter for the "terrible Tibble twins," and Arthur
has his hands full as he tries to take care of
the two boys. As in other Arthur adventures,
he is able to come up with just the right solution to his problem and save the day. (If your
students would like to hear a recorded message with information about current books
and future projects from Marc Brown, have
them call 1-800-444-BROWN. My class loves to
do it!)
Greenwald, Sheila. Rosy Cole Discovers
America. (Joy Street/Little Brown, $13.95,
ISBN 0-316-32721-2).
Rosy is a refreshing down-to-earth heroine
for middle graders. In this seventh book about
her, when her teacher announces a family history project, Rosy is dismayed because in her
family she believes her ancestors were of no
significant importance. As Rosy discovers
how special her family is, and how they help
make America special makes for a funny, but
heart-warming story.
Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge and the
Wild Wind. Illustrations by Sucie Stevenson.
(Bradbury, 1993, $12.95, ISBN 0-02-778014-7).
The twelfth book of Henry and Mudge's
adventures shows how they face a thunderstorm together. When Mudge is frightened by
the thunder, Henry finds a way to help him,
and after the storm they enjoy a beautiful rainbow together. These engaging books are great

FOR YOUNG READERS
Auch, Mary Jane. Peeping Beauty. (Holiday
House, 1993, $14.95, ISBN 0-8234-1001-3).
Paulette the hen wants to be a ballerina.
Every day she practices and dreams of stardom. One day, a fox appears and tells her that
he is a talent scout who wants to help her to
become famous. After a lot of coaxing, he persuades her to appear in his ballet and have
dinner afterward to celebrate her success.
Just what is planned for dinner is the big question, and a surprise ending teaches the fox a
lesson that he should never forget!
Enell, Trinka. Roll Over, Rosie.
Illustrations by Dick Gackenbach. (Clarion,
1992, $13.95, ISBN 0-395-59340-9).
Anyone who has known a dog with a mind
of its own will love Rosie and identify with the
trials of her young mistress. Although the little
girl tries her best, Rosie doesn't seem to
understand what should be done, or does she?
Pfister, Marcus. The Rainbow Fish.
Translated by J. Alison James. (North-South
Books, 1992, $16.95, ISBN 1-55858-009-3).
This beautiful book is about a fish with
shimmering silver scales that really sparkle.
However, he is vain and selfish, so he has no
friends among the other fish. How he learns to
share and discovers the joys of giving makes
for a satisfying story for all readers.
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for children who are ready to move into early
chapter books.

Johnson, Dolores. Your Dad Was Just Like
You. (Macmillan, 1993, $13.95, ISBN
0-02-74 7838-6).
Peter decides to run away to live with his
grandfather after he and his father have
another fight. His grandfather invites him to
take a walk, and together they sort the problems out. You can imagine Peter's surprise as
he learns that his dad had the same difficulties
when he was younger. After he and his grandfather talk, Peter decides to go home and
work things out with his dad. Readers will
both identify and sympathize with Peter as
they enjoy this beautifully illustrated book

AFRICAN AMERICANS: THEN AND NOW
Hamilton, Virginia. Many Thousand Gone:
African Americans from Slavery to Freedom.
Illustrations by Leo and Diane Dillon. (Knopf,
1993, $16.00, ISBN 0-394-82873-9).
This striking book traces the history of
slavery in America from the earliest slave
trading days to the Emancipation
Proclamation. It focuses on individuals who
spoke out and acted to pave the way to freedom and has a very clear explanation of the
founding and growth of the Underground
Railroad.
Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the
Freedom Quilt. Illustrations by James
Ransome. (Knopf, 1993, $15.00,
ISBN 0-679-82311-5).
Based on a true chapter in African
American history, this story tells of a young
girl who has been separated from her mother
because of slavery. She dreams of running
away to be reunited and able to travel north to
freedom. When she learns of the Underground
Railroad, she uses the scraps from her job as a
seamstress to craft a quilt that is actually a
map. When it is complete, she and others are
able to follow its path to freedom.
Ringgold, Faith. Aunt Harriet's
Underground Railroad. (Crown, 1992, $15.00,
ISBN 0-517-58767-X).
Cassie Louise Lightfoot, the heroine of Tar
Beach, and her little brother BeBe travel the
Underground Railroad train with Harriet
Tubman. They are transported back to the
world of the slave plantation and taken on a
terrifying, but triumphant, journey of escape.
This book draws on historical accounts of the
times and presents the stark reality of slavery
as well as a celebration of freedom.
Patrick, Denise Lewis. Red Dancing Shoes.
Illustrations by James E. Ransome.
(Tambourine, 1993, $14.00, ISBN 0-688-10392-8)
Grandmama goes on a trip and when she
comes back, she brings her granddaughter a
pair of red dancing shoes. The shoes are like
magic as the girl dances the Mashed Potato and
the Jerk She dances off to show her neighbors
and aunt but falls into a sticky mud puddle.
Her aunt finds a way to put the beauty and
magic back into the shoes. This is a warm and
loving story of a close-knit extended family!
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Bedard, Michael. Emily. Illustrations by
Barbara Cooney. (Doubleday, 1992, $16.00,
ISBN 0-385-30697-0).
This book offers young children a glimpse
into the reclusive life of the poet Emily
Dickinson. Cooney's illustrations capture
nineteenth-century Amherst where Dickinson
resided. Bedard's research revealed that she
was timid with adults, but always a friend to
children. As he visited the house where she
lived and wrote, he was inspired to write this
fictionalized account of a meeting between a
young girl and the great poet.
Kunhardt, Edith. Honest Abe. Illustrations
by Malcah Zeldis. (Greenwillow, 1993, $15.00,
ISBN 0-688-11189-0).
In striking folk art and simple text, the life
of Abraham Lincoln is presented from his
birth, his early struggles to get an education,
his presidency, to his assassination. This is a
very special book for young readers to learn
of and appreciate our sixteenth president.
Towle, Wendy. The Real McCoy: The Life
of an African-American Inventor.
Illustrations by Wil Clay. (Scholastic, 1993,
$14.95, ISBN 0-590-43596-5).
This informational book tells of the life of
Elijah McCoy. Born in Canada to fugitive
slaves, he was an inventor from his childhood
days. As an adult, he settled in the Detroit
area where he designed an oil cup, as well as
a graphite lubricator, for the train locomotive,
variations of which still are used in industry
today. Highly respected in his field, fus name,
the real "McCoy," came to mean perfection as
engineers used his inventions-not mere
copies.
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When Brady's dad left her with her grandfather, he promised to return soon. However, it
has been over six years since she has seen
him, and she keeps wondering if her father
has forgotten her. When her grandfather
begins to fail physically, he searches out the
father, and arranges for Brady to open up contact with him. School and home scenes provide the setting as a young girl searches out
her own meanings of family.

FOLKTALES FROM AROUND
THE WORLD
Birdseye, Tom. Soap! Soap! Don't Forget
the Soap! Illustrations by Andrew Glass.
(Holiday, 1993, $14.95, ISBN 0-8234-1005-6).
This Appalachian folktale tells of Plug, a
boy with such a bad memory, that the people
in Sassafras Hollow think he could forget his
own name. When his mama sends him to the
store, he goes off saying, "Soap! Soap! Don't
forget the soap!" over and over again.
However, several hilarious accidents make it
seem that Plug won't remember. How he does
remember is so amusing that children laugh
their way to the story's end.
Crump, Fred. Sleeping Beauty. (WinstonDerek, 1992, $6.95, ISBN 1-55523-300-7).
This telling of Sleeping Beauty has an
African setting. The princess, Alora, has an
evil spell placed on her by the evil sorceress,
Kashina. On her sixteenth birthday, she
pierces her finger with a gleaming silver spear
head and falls into a deep sleep. Many years
later, Prince Tono rescues her, and they are
married. (Publications from this small press
are not easy to find, but you can contact them
at 1-800-826-1888 for a current catalog.)
McDermott, Gerald. Zomo the Rabbit.
(Harcourt, 1992, $14.95, ISBN 0-15-299967-1).
This traditional trickster tale from West
Africa, retold by a former Detroiter, features a
rabbit who is seeking wisdom from the Sky
God. He must accomplish three difficult tasks
before he will get what he wants. Through his
cleverness, he outwits a fish, a cow, and a
leopard to accomplish the impossible.

PROFESSIONAL AND
PERSONAL READING
Harwayne, Shelley. Lasting Impressions:

Weaving Literature into the Writing
Workshop. (Heinemann, 1992, $20.00, ISBN
0-435-08732-0).
This book is bound to become a classic in a
teacher's professional library. It is filled with
practical ideas based on Harwayne's experiences with real children in real school settings. She explores the writing workshop
structures of mini-lessons, conferences,
author visits, writers' notebooks, literary histories, book talks, and assessment in her
attempt to bring literature into every aspect of
the classroom setting. This is a valuable
resource to be used throughout a school year.
Baxter, Charles. Shadow Play. (Norton,
1993, $21.95, ISBN 0-393-03437-2).
This novel, by an Ann Arbor professor,
focuses on the lives of people in the town of
Five Oaks, Michigan. The characters appear to
be ordinary people, yet beneath the surface
each is trying to find his or her way to the person they wish to be. Circumstances and
events are considered in light of personal and
social responsibility. At the center of the
action is Wyatt Palmer, a creative artistic personality, who finds himself in the position of
assistant city manager of Five Oaks. The decisions he makes on the job have lasting and
complex results which he must either accept
or break free of. Baxter has created a complex and thought-provoking novel-a really
good read!

FOR OLDER READERS
Bawden, Nina. Humbug. (Clarion, 1992,
$13.95, ISBN 0-395-621496).
Cora's parents are going to Japan for six
months on business, so she is supposed to
stay with her grandparents. However, her
grandmother is hurt in an accident, and she
must stay with a neighbor who has a daughter
that is a masterful liar. It isn't long before
Cora is accused of being a thief, and no one
believes her. How she works her way through
a difficult time will draw readers through the
story to its final resolution.
Hermes, Patricia. Take Care of My Girl.
Little Brown, 1992, $14.95, ISBN 0-316-35913-0).
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Dr. Vera E. Milz is a second grade teacher at
Conant Elementary School in Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan. She is a Past President of
the Oakland County Reading Council.
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